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Fylde Decorative and Fine Arts Society
A Member Society of the National 
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts 
Societies.
Members pursue a mutual interest in the 
arts through lectures on a wide range of 
decorative and fine arts topics including 
art, sculpture, jewellery design, 
architecture, garden design. Lectures are 
on the first Wednesday of every month at 
2pm in the Hall of the St. Annes-on-Sea 
United Reformed Church, St. George’s 
Road, Lytham St. Annes FY8 2AE.
Chair: Hilary Alcock          01995 670563 
Vice-Chair: Philip Bailey   01200 423230

www.fyldedfas.org.uk

Continued on back page

Two members of the talented Year 6 
class at Weeton Primary School, 

who won the Whole Class Prize in 
the Fylde DFAS Young Arts Project 

‘Mr Lowry in Lytham St Annes’.  
Entries were on display at the Fylde 

Art Gallery, Lytham, throughout most 
of last month. See page 7.      

Following our trip to Cracow 
(see page 6), we have 
arranged our 2012 overseas 
tour to Italy. We depart by air 
on 26 May for a five-night 
stay at the four-star Golden 
Tulip Aemilia Hotel in 
Bologna. A welcome dinner is 
planned at a nearby restaurant  
on the first evening. The 
remaining nights are bed and 
breakfast.
     A tour manager will join 
us for guided tours of 
Bologna, Ravenna and 
Parma. We will also see the 
Mosaics of St Vitale and the 
Mausoleo di Galla Placida 
and several other places of 
interest. Brochures are on our 
website BUT places are 
limited.  
Elaine Wolstencroft

Letter from our Chair
elcome back to a new year 
at Fylde DFAS; lectures, 
excursions, holidays and 

volunteering activities as well as an 
evening function at Lytham Hall in 
2012 and a fabulous Christmas 
event at the Grand Hotel are all 
part of an action-planned 
programme for the year ahead, 
with something for everyone to 
enjoy and participate in. 
     Put yourself ‘In the Picture’ by 
reading about what is on offer and 
look on line at fyldedfas.org.uk. If 
you have access to a computer do 
keep an eye on the website; it is 
frequently updated and there are 

many fascinating and informative 
pages to explore, including 
photographs of recent DFAS events 
and information about what’s on at 
galleries and museums in the North 
West. You can also follow us on 
Twitter (by clicking on the button), 
which provides headline news 
about happenings in the world of 
arts, heritage and culture. The 
expanding on-line gallery is well 
worth a look and we are hoping 
that more members will contribute 
in the coming months.
     The focus of this autumnal 
newsletter is Collections, a 

W

Now we’re 
off to Italy

http://www.fyldedfas.org.uk
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Lectures and other dates for your diary 
See our website at www.fyldedfas.org.uk for further information on all our future events

In the Picture is edited by 
Marion Nuttall and published 
twice a year in March and 
October. Contact the Editor at 
inthepicture@iwcom.co.uk

... and a three-
day tour of 
Northumbria

Thurs 13 October

Special Interest Day: 

5,000 Years of Glass

Andy McConnell

There’s still time to 
reserve a place (£30 
each) for this event 
which starts at 10am at 
the United Reform 
Church, St Annes. 
Andy McConnell is 
one of Britain's leading 
authorities on 
glassware of all types 
and his books have 
covered the subject 
from 1650 to the 
present. He is the first 
glass specialist 
recruited to BBC TV's 
Antiques Roadshow, 
for which he has now 
recorded five series. 
Download a booking 
form on our website at 
fyldedfas.org or ring 
01253 733414.

Wed 2 Nov

Buildings of the 
London Olympics

Anthea Streeter

An opportunity to 
familiarise ourselves 
with the sporting 
arenas for the London 
Olympics. Several of 
the new ones, such as 
Zaha Hadid’s Aquatic 
Centre at  Stratford’s 
Olympic Park, have 
been designed by 
Britain’s leading 
architects and the 
lecture sets these 
buildings in the context 
of both their other work 
and prevailing trends in 
architecture. 

Wed 7 December

Journey of the Magi

Michael Howard
 
This lecture looks at 
the depictions of the 
Magi as they made 
their way from their 
distant homelands 
towards the stable at 
Bethlehem. 

Wed 4 Jan 2012

Angels 
with 
Dirty 
Faces

Heather Davies

An opportunity to go 
‘behind the scenes’ at 
the museum, this 
illustrated talk is 
divided into three 
sections: the 
conservation of the 
painted nave ceiling 

at Ely Cathedral; 
details of the work of 
Pre-Raphaelite artist 
Gambier Parry; and 
the techniques used to 
bring colour back to 
life. 

Wed 1 February

Contemporary 
Furniture Design: 
Including Great 
Commissions

Anthony Russell

This lecture shows 
what modern 
furniture 
requirements say 
about our society and 
illustrates many of the 
fabulous commissions 
undertaken by 
designer Luke 
Hughes, many of 
which are beyond the 
scrutiny of the public.

Wednesday 7 March 

Power, Propaganda 
and Men in Tights

Linda Smith

This looks at English 
Art under the Tudors. 

Date to be confirmed

The Georgian 
Country House

Roger Mitchell

This extremely popular 
lecturer  has generously 
agreed to donate his 
time to raise money for 
the Lytham Hall 
Appeal at this 
fundraising 
event. His lecture will 
be open to the general 
public so book your 
tickets as soon as they 
become available. 

Kate Cartmell   

Encouraged by the early bookings 
for next year’s Italian tour and 
mindful that some members may 
not want to travel abroad, we are 
planning a two-night tour of 
Northumbria, one of England’s 
best kept secrets.
     The tour will take place in early 
October 2012. We shall be staying 
in a three or four-star hotel in 
Northumbria and will visit 
Durham, which is a World 
Heritage Site and home to a great 
Norman cathedral situated 
overlooking the river and castle.
     We also plan to visit many 
outstanding properties and 
gardens, including Alnwick Castle 
and Garden, home to the Duke of 
Northumberland and considered to 
be one of the finest castles in 
England. Booking forms will be 
available at our February 2012 
lecture and on our website.
Elaine Wolstencroft

A stimulating day of 
art and history
in Liverpool
A day in Liverpool is planned for 
22 March next year, visiting the 
new Museum of Liverpool in the 
morning and Tate Liverpool in the 
afternoon. The Museum of 
Liverpool is situated in a stunning 
new building on Mann Island at 
the Pier Head and tells the story of 
Liverpool and its people, reflecting 
the city’s global significance. The 
exhibits include collections of 
costume and decorative art, 
entomological and botanical 
collections, archaeological 
material and photographic 
archives. 
     Tate Liverpool is an art gallery 
and museum and was created to 
display work from the national 

Tate Collection of British Art from 
the year 1500 to the present day. 
International modern and 
contemporary art is also on display 
in this converted warehouse within 
the Albert Dock on Liverpool’s 
waterfront. Both museums will be 
well worth visiting.
     On 14 June we are travelling to 
the northeast to the land of the 
Prince Bishops, visiting Bowes 
Museum in Barnard Castle, 
County Durham. Bowes Museum, 
built in the style of a French 
chateau, is a beautiful piece of 
architecture set against stunning 
English countryside. 
     If time permits it may be 
possible to explore the lovely old 
market town of Barnard Castle and 
the ruined 12th century Norman 
Castle (English Heritage) in the 
centre of the town. See also 
page 4.           
Christine Cockburn
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What’s on in
the North West
The Editor’s roundup of current and 
forthcoming exhibitions. Please see 
our website for more information 

It’s been an exciting year for Fylde 
DFAS member Helen Carr, whose 
art and craft gallery in Garstang 
moved to a central position on the 
High Street in April.
     Not only is the gallery now 
more conspicuous, but there is 
double the space giving it a light 
and airy feel. Each piece has more 
room to breathe and can be shown 
off to best effect. ‘At the gallery 
we specialise in original British 
handmade pieces from individual 
artists and designer makers,’ says 
Helen. ‘Many are local and it is 
truly a joy to show what talented 
artists we have in this area.’ 
     Currently she is busy organising 
an all-male exhibition which starts 
in mid-September and a Christmas 
collection called ‘Precious’. ‘It’s 
always exciting when a new 
exhibition goes up – the gallery is 

transformed and seems like a new 
place all over again, which  is just 
as well since I don’t intend to 
move again anytime soon,’ Helen 
added.
     Find out more at the 
artroomgallery.co.uk website or at 
15 High Street, Garstang PR3 1FA 
- tel 01995 600400.

Pinch of 
Salts
On 23 March 
members and 
friends went to 
Salts Mill in  
Shipley and later 
to East 
Riddlesden Hall, 
a National Trust 
house in 
Keighley.

Lytham St Annes Art Society 9 - 23 
Oct: Autumn Exhibition at Heritage 
Centre, Henry St, Lytham. 10am - 4pm 
daily except Mondays
Lytham St Annes Art Collection 
Dates to be confirmed Treasures of 
the Collection at Fylde Art Gallery, 
Booths, Lytham
Fylde DFAS members 25 Oct - 
13 Nov: Etchings and Silver by 
Barbara and Peter Cropper at Heritage 
Centre, Henry St, Lytham
Grundy Art Gallery, Blackpool to 
Nov: Blackpool through the Camera 
Combines for the first time images by 
recognised artists alongside material 
from Blackpool’s own archives. Over 
100 images examine the town and its 
continued relevance to popular culture
Photographic Society to 30 Oct: 
Exhibition at Fylde Art Gallery, Lytham
Fylde DFAS March 2012 [to be 
confirmed]: Drawn from Youth 2 Work 
by local sixth formers which has been 
short-listed for the NADFAS/RSBA 
Exhibition in London, at Fylde Art 
Gallery, Booths, Lytham

NW Galleries
Liverpool Tate 4 Nov - 29 Jan 2012: 
Alice in Wonderland is the first 
exhibition of its kind to explore how 
Lewis Carroll’s stories have influenced 
the visual arts, inspiring generations of 
artists. Carroll’s own illustrations 
ensured that images were central to 
the story
Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool 14 Oct 
- close to be confirmed: Feathercuts 
and Flares Highlights the original 
fashions of the 70s currently enjoying 
a revival on the high street
Abbot Hall Art Gallery, Kendal 21 
Oct - 17 Dec: Artist Rooms by 
Richard Long. Long has become one 
of the most prominent and pioneering 
artists of his generation, extending art 
beyond the boundary of the gallery
Blackwell, the Arts and Crafts 
House, near Windermere to 31 Dec: 
Pilkington’s Pottery Over 40 items 
showing delicate lustre ware
Lowry Art Gallery, Salford Quays 15 
Oct - 29 Jan 2012: Adolphe Valette: 
A Pioneer of Impressionism in 
Manchester Valette introduced his 
own brand of impressionism in a series 
of pictures that captured the 
atmospheric mood of the city’s streets, 
squares, waterways and buildings

Helen’s gallery on the move
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Secrets of the Dresden strongroom

Manchester Ship Canal by Valette, 
and bought it for £12,000. It never 
reached his home because while it 
was being cleaned at the conservers 
another buyer offered him £20,000! 
Mark began to become aware that art  
had huge investment potential, and 
he also realised that here was an 
activity that enabled him to indulge 
in his passion and love of art and at 
the same time realise a profit. 
     Thus Mark’s journey to becoming 
a recognised and important private 
collector began. He went on to buy 
an eclectic selection of work 
including paintings by the Scottish 
colourist Donald MacIntyre and  a 
brightly coloured abstract by the St 
Ives artist Patrick Heron. 
     He bought, he sold, in most cases 
making healthy profits and always 
trying to identify the works which 
appealed to him most, and those that 
he just couldn’t bear to part company 
with, such as that by the London 
based internationally renowned artist, 
Gordon Cheung.

Doctor with
an incurable
disease
Is collecting the madness that simply 
makes humans human? On a bright 
Saturday afternoon a few months 
ago Fylde DFAS member Ann 
Rickards and I found ourselves 
ensconced in a modest-sized 
Victorian family house on the 
outskirts of Hoghton, the home of 
Lancashire GP Dr Mark Turner and 
his wife Sharon. As members of 
NW Contemporary Arts we had been 
invited to meet them and to look at 
and discuss their fine collection of 
modern art.
     Ten years ago Chorley-born Mark 
contracted an incurable disease - 
collecting modern paintings and 
sculpture. In the past decade Mark 
has turned his untrained eye to a 
hobby that he took up on a whim. 
Now he has amassed a collection of 
several hundred pieces, worth many 
tens of thousands of pounds. Every 
wall of the house, apart from the 
bathroom, is covered by paintings, 
large and small, or they are covered 
in bubble wrap and stacked up in the 
garage as they won’t go through the 
front door!
     This story begins in 2000 when 
the Lowry Centre opened its doors 
with a solo exhibition featuring the 
work of Lancashire artist Liam 
Spencer. Mark was completely 
captured by what he encountered 
there, but by the time he arrived, the 
exhibition was completely sold out. 
He managed to contact Liam and 
received an invitation to visit his 
studio, where Mark purchased a new 
painting of the Lowry in its Salford 
Quays setting for the princely sum of 
£1,200. That same painting is now 
valued at £25,000 and Mark owns 
more than 50 Spencers, many of 
which he loans out to major galleries 
and museums such as the Harris and 
the Manchester Art Gallery.
     At that early meeting, Spencer 
suggested other painters that Mark 
might be interested in, including 
Pierre Adolphe Valette who taught 
LS Lowry. Mark tracked down a 
privately-owned painting of the 

     Since the start of his journey, 
Mark has travelled far and wide in 
pursuit of additions to his collection, 
which now almost exclusively 
features the work of contemporary 
British artists who have studied at 
the Royal College of Art. He tries to 
identify market trends, hoping to buy 
examples from artists before the 
value of his or her work increases.
     Though Mark has a well-paid job 
as a GP, a visiting prison doctor and 
hospice medic, he has to put in many 
extra hours to fund his passion. 
“Some people put their savings into 
ISAs or into a holiday home 
abroad,” he says. “With me, it goes 
on the walls.”
     Early in next year’s programme, 
Fylde DFAS will host lecturer David 
Philips, who will present “Who 
says? Can we trust the so-called 
experts on good and bad in art”?  
One wonders whether our newly 
informed membership will, like 
Mark, catch the collecting bug!
Hilary Alcock

silver, enamel, gemstones, ivory, mother-of-pearl and 
even ostrich eggs. Seeing Augustus’s collection as was 
originally intended is truly overwhelming but may divide 
opinions; too over-the-top and kitsch maybe for some, 
but Baroque at its very best for others.
    Dresden is full of other lavish art collections too, but if 
you have time for just one more treat, be sure to book 
tickets for a performance at the Semper Opera House, a 
short stroll across the square from the Green Vault and 
one of the city’s most glorious buildings. When I visited 
last January with my daughter, we were treated to a 
stunning performance of Bizet’s Carmen accompanied by 
one of the world’s finest orchestras (the Staatskapelle) in 
seats less than half the price of Covent Garden. I suspect 
the experience has turned her into lifelong opera buff, so 
beware    
     My advice to readers is to catch Dresden as soon as 
you can before fascinating traces of its East German past 
- such as Soviet-style Socialist Realist wall murals - 
disappear under redevelopment and gentrification. And 
go during the winter months, when galleries have fewer 
visitors and the opera season is in full swing. Tickets for 
both the Green Vault and the opera can be purchased in 
advance on the internet.                       Iain Williamson

As collectors go, Augustus the Strong (1670-1733) must 
be one of the greatest. Thanks to this feisty Elector of 
Saxony, Grand Duke of Lithuania and King of Poland (a 
position he held twice, much to the chagrin of most 
Poles), the sleepy eastern German city of Dresden was 
transformed into a major cultural centre. 
   Sadly, the Dresden that Augustus helped to create was 
flattened by Allied bombing at the end of the second 
world war and lay half-forgotten in the fog of totali-
tarianism for 45 years. Now however it is emerging, 
belatedly, as one of Europe’s best kept secrets and 
regaining the reputation it formerly enjoyed as the 
Florence of the North, with artistic and musical 
traditions that rank among the highest anywhere.
     Augustus was inspired to become a great collector 
after seeing the grandeur of Versailles during a tour of 
France. This made him realise that art and architecture 
were the best ways to show off the wealth and power he 
possessed. Among his commissions, one of the most 
notable is the Historisches Grünes Gewölbe (Historic 
Green Vault), which was his secret strongroom. 
Lovingly restored following the devastation of February 
1945, this treasure chamber contains astonishing works 
of art and craftsmanship  - precious objects in gold, 

     There are many Italian paintings of importance in the 
collection including A Miracle of the Holy Sacrament 
by Sassetta from a Sienese altarpiece, c1423-1426.  

There are two large paintings by Canaletto, 
showing the festivals of the Sposalizio del 
Mare and the annual Regatta on the Grand 
Canal in Venice. The collection of Spanish 
paintings is one of the largest in Britain and 
includes The Tears of St Peter by El Greco 
and Interior of a Prison by Goya. 
     French paintings include many fine 
eighteenth century landscapes with works 
by Courbet, Boucher, Boudin, Vernet and 
Robert. The British paintings include works 
by Gainsborough, Reynolds, Richard 
Wilson, Alan Ramsey and watercolours by 

J.W.W.Turner. Joséphine Bowes was herself a very 
talented artist and there are many of her pictures on 
display.   
     The collections of the Bowes Museum are vast. As 
well as paintings and ceramics there are collections of 
costume, textiles, sculpture, miniature prints, glass, 
metalwork, clocks, objets d’art, books and manuscripts, 
to name but some. To me the most memorable object in 
the museum is the Silver Swan, a full size silver musical 
automaton made in 1773, which is the museum’s icon.
     I am planning a Society visit to the Bowes Museum, 
Park and Gardens in June 2012 and I hope you will 
come and enjoy seeing these memorable collections in a 
beautiful building set in the stunning English 
countryside of County Durham.
Christine Cockburn

In April, while seeing friends in the North 
East, I visited the Bowes Museum in Barnard 
Castle, which was created by John and 
Joséphine Bowes and perpetuates their 
name. The Museum, which opened in 
Teesdale in 1892, is built in the style 
of a French Chateau and was designed 
by the French architect Jules Pellechet.
     The collection presents a 
comprehensive view of European art 
from the fifteenth to the nineteenth 
centuries. The majority of the 
collections had been bought by the 
Bowes, who were both avid collectors, 
well before the museum was actually 
built.

Left: The Semper 
Opera House in the 
winter sunshine; 
Above, Statue of 
Augustus; Right: 
Socialist Realist 
mural in Dresden 

Join us for
a jaunt to 
the Bowes
collection

Collecting
art: Is it

madness 
or simply 
mania?

Brueghel’s Highway 2004 
by Gordon Cheung in Dr 
Mark Turner’s collection

Right: Portrait of  
Lady Amelia Darcy 
at the Bowes 
Museum
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Crazy
about 
Cracow
The city of Chopin, Copernicus 
and Pope John Paul II, Cracow is 
Poland's former capital. With its 
fascinating history, 18 museums 
and 2.5 million works of art, it 
promised much to Fylde DFAS 
members on our first overseas trip. 
We had already been provided with 
an excellent introduction, courtesy 
of Douglas Skeggs’ May lecture, 
and our initial four-day itinerary 
looked busy; what we didn't know 
was that this would get busier as 
our accommodating guide added 
further tours, depending on 
members’ interests!
     The short trip from airport to 
hotel revealed lots of civil 
engineering projects, designer 
shops and traffic jams, suggesting 
that Poland is now very much part 
of the 21st century. A quick 
walking tour soon confirmed 
though that Cracow still retains its 
old-world ambience and charm. 
Wide open spaces, combined with 
soaring historic and architecturally 
interesting structures, make for an 
unforgettable first impression.      
     The ten-acre market square 
(Rynek Glowny), one of the largest 
in a European medieval city, 
features the 16th-century 
Renaissance Cloth Hall and the 
splendid 14th century Gothic 
Basilica of the Virgin Mary. Traffic 
free and full of markets, cafés, bars 
and restaurants, it provides a 
colourful and lively open space for 
street performers, locals and 
tourists alike. 
     A new museum – the Podziemia 
Rynku – has recently opened 
underneath the market square, 
enabling visitors to experience the 
Cracow of the Middle Ages. 
Archaeologists discovered that the 
square was originally several 
metres lower than it is today, and 
that centuries of city life and debris 

have raised the surface level 
markedly. Sections of the old paths 
that ran across the square, and the 
foundations of some of the market 
stalls, have been exposed and left 
in situ for visitors to examine. 
     Thoughts of a leisurely evening 
quickly evaporated when we were 
offered the first of our unscheduled 
events – a Chopin concert at the 
Bonerowski Palace. Situated in the 
heart of  the city, the Palace is a 
fine example of the mixed 
architecture to be found all over 
old Cracow. 
     The brick building, called the 
tower house, was already present 
in the 13th century. In 1836 its 
front elevation was modified, and 
in the middle of the 19th century 
the whole edifice was rebuilt. It is 
now a fine hotel and a beautiful 
setting for the concert.
     A more extensive walking tour 
was offered on our second day. 
This tour included the University 
and Collegium, where Copernicus 
worked and developed some of his 
theories on astronomy, and Warwel 
Hill, a huge Jurassic limestone 
rock that’s home to the Cathedral 
and Castle, which together form an 
imposing structure overlooking the 
river Vistula. 
     The Cathedral houses a large 
variety of art, from Gothic to 
Renaissance to Baroque to 
Classicist to Modern. It is also the 

burial ground of most Polish 
royalty as well as the greatest 
national heroes, poets, saints and 
countless bishops. The National 
Art Collection can be found in the 
Warwel Royal Castle and although 
the tour didn’t include trips to 
either the Cathedral or Castle, 
many members returned to spend 
some free time exploring both. 
     A visit to the famous salt mines 
was scheduled for the afternoon. 
We clattered down hundreds of 
wooden steps until we were 135 
metres underground and in one of 
the oldest parts of the mine. Some 
of the art is very impressive, 
particularly the cathedral which is 
spectacular; even the chandeliers 
are made from rock. We walked 
about 2,000 metres, travelling 
down long passages and visiting 
numerous chambers. It did all 
begin to get rather repetitive and 
many of us felt ‘over-salted’ by the 
end of the tour! Thankfully, there 
was a lift to take us and our aching 
calves to the surface. 
     The morning of day three was 
more sombre as the majority of the 
group joined the organised trip to 
the Auschwitz-Birkenhau 
museums. The sheer scale of the 
sites, especially Birkanau, was 
overwhelming. Overall, the tour 
was harrowing and disturbing but 
few regretted the experience. We 
had an excellent guide who offered 
just the right mix of compassion 
and straight talking. 
     After returning to our hotel mid-
afternoon, most of us took the 
opportunity to join the second of 
our unscheduled tours, this time to 
the Jewish district of Kazimierz. 
The district is small but very 
attractive, colourful and vibrant 
with lots of  restaurants, cafés and 
shops. Our guide pointed out 
various locations that were used in 
the filming of Schindler's List.     
     Sadly, we had to leave Cracow 
the following morning. Four days 
initially sounded ample time to 
explore the city and although we 
filled every minute, many of us 
want to return to see more of the 
treasures this beautiful place has to 
offer. Now we can’t wait for next 
year's visit to Italy. A word of 
warning – start your endurance 
training now!      Pam Foster

Right, admiring the market 
square (Rynek Glowny); 

below, exploring a synagogue
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Left, group of  prize winners; right, the individual first prize-winning entry. Below left to right, organisers Barbara Weston 
and Gerry Corless; paintings from Weeton Primary; and the individual winners with the Mayor of St Annes on the Sea

Lowry Young Arts winners take a bow
On 5 September  an exhibition of Lowry-inspired 
artwork by year 6 pupils in Fylde primary schools 
opened at the Fylde Gallery with a Private Viewing 
and Awards Evening attended by the staff and pupils 
from the participating schools. Other guests included 
the Mayor of St Annes on the Sea, Mayor and  
Mayoress of Fylde, proud parents, and staff from the 
Lowry Gallery, Salford, who were keen to see the 
work produced by the children. 
     The exhibition, which ran for the whole of 
September, was the culmination of our latest Young 
Arts Project, a cross curriculum competition with the 
theme ‘Mr Lowry in Lytham St. Annes,’ featuring the 
associations between artist L.S. Lowry and the Fylde 
coast. The exhibition showcased approximately 50 
pieces of artwork and cross curricular portfolios. The 
children were thrilled to see their paintings framed 
and hung in the gallery. 
      Prizes were offered for the schools presenting the 
portfolios that best demonstrated how lessons using 
the Lowry theme were used to interest the pupils and 
encourage them to make their own artwork. Pupils 
could if they wished enter their own artwork in the 
individual category provided it was completed 
unaided. The judges selected three winners from the 
250 paintings received.
     The first prize for individual work was awarded to 
Ella-Grace Gregoire, a pupil at Bryning with Warton 
St Paul’s CE Primary School, who won books and art 
materials to the value of £75 for her work, ‘A Summer 

Day’, described as outstanding by Kerry Hunt, 
Education Officer at the Grundy Art Gallery, 
Blackpool. Second  place went to Anya Barlow from 
Weeton Primary for her painting on canvas ‘A Day in 
Lytham’ and  River Frankland, a pupil from Lytham 
CE Primary School,  was awarded the third prize for 
her ‘Fylde Collage’.
     The standard of the whole class portfolios was 
very high and so the judges decided to award two 
Highly Commended Certificates as well as the first, 
second and  third  places. Consequently, Lytham CE 
School and Bryning with Warton St Paul’s CE School 
were given certificates to acknowledge the quality of 
their portfolios.  
     The portfolio submitted by the winning school, 
Weeton Primary, was unanimously judged to be 
outstanding. There were many 'wow’ factors including 
DVDs, dance and drama, poetry, stories, drawing, 
painting, sculpture, IT work and much more. The 
innovative ‘A day in the life of a Lowry painting’ 
where children dramatised Lowry's paintings, was 
beautifully performed and very atmospheric, showing 
a real empathy for Lowry's work. Mr Chris Horrocks, 
head teacher at Weeton and a life-long admirer of 
Lowry, was delighted with the win. ‘The children and 
staff worked very hard on the Lowry Project but they 
got many hours of fun doing it and the results have 
been amazing,’ he said. Heyhouses Primary School’s 
portfolio came second closely followed by Mayfield 
Primary School.                                 Barbara Weston
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Website innovations will help members to stay in touch
If you have logged on to our 
website recently you might have 
noticed some changes. To celebrate 
the current René Magritte 
exhibition at the Liverpool Tate we 
updated our background to blue 
sky and clouds, giving us a lovely 
bright and sunny outlook. 
     We’re not sure what design to 
choose next but hope to continue 
theme-based backgrounds – check 
us out www.flydedfas.org.uk. You 
can find full details of our current 
programme and a synopsis of all 
lectures. New committee member 
Pam Foster has joined our media 
team, keeping our exhibitions page 
right up to date. This is a great 

online resource for what’s on at 
galleries in the North West.
     We are trying out many 
different ways of keeping in touch 
with our members. You can now 
befriend us on Facebook. We are 
also on Twitter – follow us by 
clicking on the icon at the bottom 
of our website home page. If you 
are not signed up to Twitter you 
can still read our messages via the 
Twitter Feed on our website, which 
sends news instantly to our home 
page. Just log on as usual and you 
will see our latest tweets in the left 
hand sidebar.
     Our other innovation is 
membership of Flickr. This is a 

website for sharing photographs. 
You don’t need to join, just go to 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/
fyldedfas/ or type ‘Flickr Fylde 
DFAS’ into your search engine. We 
have uploaded hundreds of photos 
of lectures, trips and Special 
Interest Days. They are organised 
into sets that are easy to browse or 
watch as a slideshow. 
     We intend to share a lot more 
with you over the coming months. 
If you ever want to contact us 
about the website or any other 
issues, please don’t forget you can 
always email us at 
mail@fyldedfas.org.uk
Marie Riley

universal theme which perhaps 
relates to almost all of us sometime 
during our lives. 
     It might be as individuals in 
relation to antiques, paintings, 
books, shells etc, experiences such 
as travels, winning medals, 
growing plants, even collecting 
people, real ones as well as 
autographs: or collectively, as 
members of organisations which 
work to conserve constituents of 
our heritage. Some would argue 
that what we choose to save and 
why, may say a great deal about 
our personal identities and the 
value judgements we make; others 
may dismiss it as unimportant, 
mere clutter! 
     Enough philosophising. I do 
hope you will enjoy reading  this 
edition of our Newsletter, and 
having done so, please don’t 
consign it to the bin, but pass it on 
to  a friend or neighbour whom you 
think might enjoy it. Another 
option is to leave it in your doctor’s 
or dentist’s surgery; that way we 
might just recruit some new 
members!
     I look forward to spending an 
inspiring and fun year ahead with 
you all.
Hilary Alcock

Those who enjoyed the Churches of 
Lytham St Annes trip last year had an 
even greater treat in store as 
we extended our horizons in April to 
wider parts of the Fylde and Wyre. This 
was another great opportunity to learn 
about the history of church architecture 
and the diversity of design that can be 
found in our local churches. Pictured 
here are St Chads, Poulton le Fylde

A broad church

(top and 
bottom left) 
and St John 
The Willows, 
Kirkham (top 
and bottom 
right.
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