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For a maritime nation, the story of Grace Darling (1815-1842) and the daring rescue of survivors from
the shipwrecked Forfarshire in 1838 has a strong resonance, even now. The daughter of the lighthouse
keeper on one of the Farne Islands off the Northumberland coast, she became a national figure for her
part in saving nine survivors from the wrecked paddle steamer. As we celebrate in 2024 the 200th
anniversary of the formation of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, it’s an appropriate time to
reflect on the heroism and selflessness that characterises the lifeboat service and its crews. Locally, of
course, we remember the thirteen men of the St Annes lifeboat, lost in 1886 while attempting a rescue
from the stricken Mexico, off Southport. The 12 men on the Mexico were saved by the Lytham lifeboat
but the Southport boat also lost 14 of a crew of 16 in the same incident, representing in total the worst
loss of life in the RNLI’s history.

The last time that today’s speaker visited The Arts Society Fylde it was in July 2017 to introduce us to
the art of the picture postcard. This time Dr Taylor will help us to discover more about Grace Darling’s
bravery and her tragically short life, along with the artistic contribution that helped to keep her in the
public eye. She became the ‘poster girl’ of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and was the first
woman awarded their medal for gallantry.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY
Dr Taylor proposes:

Jessica Mitford, Grace Had an English Heart (1988) - “a lively, light hearted read, full of passion for
Grace Darling; it debunks many of the myths” - (an interesting suggestion after last month’s lecture
about her sister!)

Hugh Cunningham, Grace Darling: Victorian Heroine (2007) - “especially strong on the influences of
Grace Darling in relation to literature”.

Image: Grace Darling, Henry Perlee Parker (1785—1873), watercolour and pencil, 1838
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www.theartssocietyfylde.org.uk—Supporting the Arts in Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre



