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Louis XIV of France (1638-1715) - Le Roi Soleil - became king of France in 1643 and ruled 
for 72 years.  The calamity of the Thirty Years War came to an end early in his reign and 
France became one of the leading power in Europe.  Louis found me to support the 
work of composers such as Lully, writers such as Molière and Racine and surrounded 
himself with major poli cal and military figures, including the great military engineer 
Vauban.  As if this were not enough, he also, of course, commissioned the Palace of 
Versailles whose size and splendour make the gardens and palace one of the most visited 
tourist sites in the world.   
Today's lecturer, Jane Gardiner - on her first visit to The Arts Society Fylde - suggests that 
the Sun King is now perhaps best remembered for the crea on of Versailles.  This 
immense chateau, which he built on the site of his father’s old hun ng lodge, became 
the seat of French government, the se ng for all grand court ceremonial and the envy of 
every other European monarch. Jane will offer an introduc on to the sumptuous state 
apartments, the vast gardens and pleasure pavilions, the spectacular entertainments 
which took place both inside and out, the collec ons of the King and the whole e que e 
of life at one of the greatest courts in Europe.  
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