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There’s a fair chance that the word “magician” may conjure up (as it were) a couple of 
names from the past - David Nixon, or Paul Daniels or, just like that, Tommy Cooper: all 
very much in the tradiƟon of the variety show and light entertainment.  Or Merlin, 
perhaps, or Gandalf (no, hang on, wasn’t he a wizard?). 
On his first visit to The Arts Society Fylde, Ian Keable is looking more at how magicians 
have appeared in art throughout the centuries, in painƟngs, saƟrical prints or cartoons.   
Early arƟsts used the magician to symbolise the mysterious and the unknown, associaƟng 
them with astrology. In the 16th century, Pieter Bruegel and Hieronymus Bosch produced 
two of the most famous and striking pictures of the conjurer performing the Cups and 
Balls trick. The 18th and 19th century saw a proliferaƟon in engravings and lithographs 
showing the magician both indoors and on the streets.  Cartoonists and saƟrists 
delighted in linking poliƟcians with skulduggery with images of them featuring the Three-
Card Trick, Vanishing illusions or pulling a Rabbit out of the Hat.  Journalists sƟll speculate 
about whether the Chancellor is going to do just this in a Budget speech - somehow 
forgeƫng (spoiler alert) that you have to have put the rabbit into the hat in the first 
place. 
An intriguing and entertaining topic for the final lecture of this season.  We meet again 
on 4 September to hear Connie Gray speak about the Golden Age of Fashion IllustraƟon.  
In the meanƟme, let’s hope for good summer weather!  
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Image:  The Conjurer, Hieronymus Bosch (c1450-1516)(or his workshop), c1502,   
Musée Municipal, Saint-Germain-en-Laye, France (public domain) 

 


