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Not far from the aƩracƟve Buckinghamshire town of Marlow is Cookham, birthplace (and final resƟng place) 
of one of Britain’s greatest twenƟeth century arƟsts, Sir Stanley Spencer (1891-1959).  Widely known both 
for his landscapes and highly individualisƟc religious studies, Spencer is perhaps less well know for his later 
portraits, the subject of today’s lecture.  Especially in his final decade, Spencer was in high demand as a 
commercial portrait painter.  Dr Amy Lim visits the Arts Society Fylde for the first Ɵme and takes this later 
period of Spencer’s arƟsƟc output as her theme, exploring his views on portraiture and the role it played in 
his life and work.  
Spencer’s religious works brought considerable controversy, both for the unusual approach to the depicƟon 
of religious themes and for seƫng sacred incidents in the seƫng of a familiar environment.  The 
ResurrecƟon in Cookham Churchyard (1927)(Tate) was described by The Times as “the most important 
picture painted by any English arƟst in the present century” and is said to be strongly influenced by 
Spencer’s service in Macedonia in the First World War.  His later years (he was knighted in 1958) are 
however the subject of today’s lecture and Dr Lim promises that, through Spencer's painƟngs, we will meet 
many of the people around him, from friends and neighbours to figures of naƟonal importance.  
 
DR AMY LIM 
Dr Amy Lim is an art historian and curator, specialising in BriƟsh fine and 
decoraƟve arts from the seventeenth to twenƟeth centuries. She is curator of 
the Faringdon CollecƟon at Buscot Park, Oxfordshire, and of the Stanley 
Spencer Gallery, Cookham, and a tutor at the Oxford University Department 
for ConƟnuing EducaƟon.  
Dr Lim was recently an exhibiƟon researcher at Tate, contribuƟng to BriƟsh 
Baroque: Power and Illusion (2020) and 'Now You See Us: Women ArƟsts in 
Britain, 1520-1920' (2024). Amy has degrees in History and Literature & Arts 
from the UniversiƟes of Oxford and Cambridge. She runs an online art 
dealership, and has published arƟcles and essays on a variety of art-related 
topics from gothic garden monuments to female patronage  
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