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Our lectures and meetings would not be possible without the willing
assistance of our many volunteers. If you would like to help, please speak to
any of the volunteers working on an activity that you would like to support or
feelfree to contact Rita Calvert on 01253 735377.
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BRILLIANT BRITISH HUMOUR IN THE
FORGOTTEN ART OF THE PICTURE

POSTCARD, 1909-1939

Artist-drawn postcards were the
most popular art-form from the
Edwardian era to the outbreak of
World War Ill. They entertained,
inspired, instructed, motivated,
persuaded and lifted up the spirits.

“ Look—both hands! Now will
you believe it wasn’t me?”’

AM | WASTING MY TIME ON YOU?

In today’s lecture, Dr Taylor
outlines the popular themes
and styles by the masters of
the medium such as Mabel
Lucie Attwell, Donald McGill
and Fred Spurgin. He aims
to explain why their
popularity waned with the
British public.

DR JAMES TAYLOR

Dr James Taylor MA (Hons) FRSA studied at
the Universities of St. Andrews, Manchester
and Sussex. He is a former curator of
paintings, drawings and prints, and co-
ordinator of various exhibitions and galleries
at the National Maritime Museum (NMM). He
is currently consulting for the NMM and
working as a freelance author and exhibition organiser curating
Dazzle — Disguise & Disruption in War & Art at the St Barbe Gallery in
Hampshire (16 June to 22 September 2018).

Dr Taylor’s publications include the illustrated histories of Marine
Painting (1995), The Voyage of the Beagle (2008), Careless Talk
Costs Lives - Fougasse and the Art of Public Information (2010), Your
Country Needs You — The Secret History of the Propaganda Poster
(2013), Pack Up Your Troubles - How humour in picture postcards
helped to win World War | (2016) and Dazzle - Disguise and
Disruption in War & Art (2016).

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING

James Taylor, Pack Up Your Troubles, (Conway/Bloomsbury, 2016)

Bernard Crossley, Donald McGill - Postcard Artist, (Greaves &
Thomas, 2014)

C W Hill, Picture Postcards, (Shire Publications, 2007)

Vicki Thomas (editor), The Wartime Postcards of Mabel Lucie
Attwell, (The History Press, 2013)

Chris Beetles, Mabel Lucie Attwell, (Chris Beetles, 1997)

Tonie and Valmai Holt, In Search of the Better 'Ole - A biography
of Captain Bruce Bairnsfather, (Leo Cooper, 2001)
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