THE GENIUS OF BEETHOVEN—
A 250 YEAR CELEBRATION

PETER MEDHURST

The Arts Society Fylde by Zoom
7 April 2021

German Post Office Commemorative Stamp

20 DEUTSCHLAND
Saaasssansanananansnana

B i i i e Al ol B B BB

Before today, we've had the pleasure of welcoming Peter Medurst to the Fylde Coast three times —in
November 2010 when his theme was “In the wake of Handel”, in December 2012 on the History of the
British Carol and in May 2016 on Music in the Great Art Collections of Europe. Now, for his fourth visit,
Peter offers us a chance to explore the musical style of Ludwig van Beethoven (born Bonn, 1770; died
Vienna, 1827) and to help us find out what it is that gives the great composer’s music its unique sound.

Leonard Bernstein once observed “what makes Beethoven great is his perfect sense of form — his ability
to realise what the next note always had to be”. Peter takes that view that Bernstein is right:
Beethoven projects a wonderful sense of self-assuredness in his music, giving the impression that the
end product was inevitable and that “all he had to do was bother to put the dots down onto the page”.
And yet, Beethoven himself said “/ carry my thoughts around with me for a long time . . . | change
things, discard and try again until | am satisfied”, suggesting that, like a true craftsman, Beethoven
often had to hone his ideas into shape until the right solution presented itself. Beginning with

the Pathétique Sonata and charting a course through the Symphonies, the String Quartets and

the piano pieces, Peter Medhurst will be our guide in an exploration of Beethoven’s sound—a trip
we’re certain to find as rewarding as all Peter’s earlier visits to us.

PETER MEDHURST

Peter Medhurst’s work as singer, pianist and lecturer-recitalist has taken him all over the world: in
addition to New Zealand, Australia and South Africa and frequent tours in Europe, he has presented
events at the Barbican, St John’s Smith Square, the Royal Festival Hall, the Wallace Collection, the
National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery and the V&A, linking the visual arts with the world of
17th and 18th century music making. In addition to his appearances on the concert platform and in the
lecture hall, Peter Medhurst sets aside time to devise and lead tours abroad for small groups of art and
music connoisseurs.

Born of German and English parents, Peter trained at the Royal College of Music and at the Mozarteum
in Salzburg. On his return to England he took harpsichord lessons with Ruth Dyson, who became his
accompanist and fellow keyboard duettist in a professional partnership that lasted until her death
nearly 20 years later.

Over the years Peter Medhurst has lectured for the universities of Kent and Surrey, directed a wide
range of choirs, vocal ensembles and instrumental groups, and adjudicated and given masterclasses for
the British Federation of Music Festivals.

FURTHER INFORMATION

The Beethoven Compendium: A Guide to Beethoven's Life and Music, Barry Cooper

Beethoven: The Music and the Life, Lewis Lockwood

Beethoven: A Life in Nine Pieces, Laura Tunbridge

Beethoven (Master Musician Series), Barry Cooper

Beethoven: The Man Revealed, John Suchet
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