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People have always been fascinated by birds: they sing, they have feathers, they can float or mimic
sounds they hear around them and, most of all, of course, they can fly - and can challenge our
imagination with the scale of their migratory journeys. Our language is full of bird similes: free as a
bird; happy as a lark; wise as an owl; light as a feather. Leonardo da Vinci famously wrote a treatise on
birds and their flight; the Greek playwright Aristophanes wrote a comedy in 414BCE with an entire
chorus of actors as birds and a plot centred round the original “cloud cuckoo land”. Literature and
music have many bird themes - and the visual arts, of course, have a huge range of images that capture
the many and varied colours of birds - all of which form the basis of today’s presentation from Adrian
Sumner, on his first visit to The Arts Society Fylde. As he will show us, birds have a long history in art:
they can symbolise all manner of ideas, as well as being beautiful, colourful entities in themselves
(intrinsically symbolic of the variety and multiplicity of nature). Mr Sumner looks from the dove of the
Holy Ghost to Tweety Pie (“innocence triumphing effortlessly over evil?”, he asks), from Aesop to Bosch
(rampant sensuality and vanity), from Sindbad’s Roc, via the Firebird and the Phoenix to Foghorn
Leghorn (not forgetting Audubon, Lear, Tunnicliffe and other notable chroniclers and travellers). He will
offer us an introduction to (as he puts it) the “rich and teeming world of our feathered friends”.

ADRIAN SUMNER

A graduate of Liverpool College of Art, Adrian has worked as an lllustrator, Arts
Development Officer and Lecturer in various academic and public institutions.
Currently, he is Arts Development Officer for Cheshire West and Chester Council,
with a particular interest in Visual Arts.

He has lectured in the History of Art for the University of Liverpool and a variety
of groups and societies, to many thousands of people over a period of twenty
years. Recent developments have included lecture tours to Paris, Glasgow,
Prague , Amsterdam, Edinburgh, Florence, Pisa, Siena, Bruges, New York, Madrid,
Ekaterinburg, Cologne and many English cities. Specialist subjects include Flemish
Art, Mannerism and the Modern Movement.

Adrian describes his own painting style as figurative and highly detailed, drawing
its inspiration from many periods of history and many artistic sources, aiming - as
he says - to entertain, disturb and resonate.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Birds in Art - Tate Publishing, 2024
Mr Sumner suggests studies of the work of Albrecht Diirer, Pisanello, Charles Tunnicliffe, Thomas
Bewick and J J Audubon's Birds of America.

Charles Tunnicliffe (1901 — 1979), Woodpecker, 1947
Thomas Bewick (1753-1828), Barn Owl, 1797
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